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Project overview

Regional and local transportation plans
have recognized the need for a
connection between I-5 and Hwy 99W
for more than a decade. The I-5 to 99W
Connector Project is looking at ways to |
address this need.

Traffic demand in the southwestern
portion of the region has grown
substantially leading to increasingly
congested conditions. This growth
comes from more people living,

working and moving freight in Tigard,

Tualatin, Sherwood and Wilsonville,
and from growth throughout the region,
particularly in Marion and Yambhill counties.

Metro’s Regional Transportation Plan and
Sherwood and Tualatin’s transportation plans
identify the need for a transportation solution in
this area to address the growing travel demand.
The Oregon Transportation Commission
designated this as a project of statewide
significance, further confirming its importance.

The project’s study area, shown on the map, is the
area where transportation solutions are being
considered. The project will identify the
transportation and environmental impacts and
benefits for areas beyond the study area including
transportation impacts to I-5 and Highway 99W.
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Decision making

Project decisions are made by the Project Steering
Committee (PSC) comprised of elected officials
from Washington and Clackamas counties, Metro,
and the cities of Wilsonville, Tualatin and
Sherwood and officials from the Oregon
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
Federal Highway Administration.

The Collaborative Environmental and
Transportation Agreement for Streamlining
(CETAS) is a group of federal and state regulatory
agencies that evaluates project impacts and
coordinates environmental regulations.

The Stakeholder Working Group (SWG) includes
community members from groups with an interest
in the study. The Executive Management Team,
includes senior managers from the affected

agencies and jurisdictions. These groups provide
advice and feedback to the PSC.

The Project Management Team includes technical
staff from ODOT, Washington County, Metro
and the consultant team. It provides support to
the PSC and SWG.

For more information about the project and upcoming meetings:

web site: www.i5to99w.org

phone: 503.595.9915

e-mail: info@i5to99w.org



Project need

Any solution considered should address the need

to:

e Provide more efficient travel into and out of
the study area. Traffic on Highway 99W has
grown by 3.5 percent each year to a total volume
of almost 50,000 each day.

e Improve connections between I-5 and Hwy.
99W. Almost 20 percent of trips in the corridor
are through trips, or trips that do not start or
end in the corridor.

e Improve freight access to the highway sys-
tem. About 16 percent of trips on Tualatin-
Sherwood Road are trucks which is significantly
more than average on a similar road.

¢ Reduce congestion on existing arterials. The
peak period, known as rush hour, is already last-
ing for more than two hours in the morning and
evening on Tualatin-Sherwood Road. If im-
provements are not made in the corridor, rush
hour conditions will persist for more and more
of the day.

The project will consider ways to address these
needs while meeting the project’s goals and objec-
tives. The project’s goals include:

e Provide transportation improvements that ad-
dress present and future demand for travel to
and between I-5 and 99W in the Tualatin, Shet-
wood and Wilsonville areas.

e Provide transportation improvements that sup-

Timeline and schedule

The current phase of the project will result in the
selection of a corridor where transportation
solutions should be located. This corridor will be
adopted into transportation and land use plans.

This figure shows the number of vehicles that enter or leave the
region each day on various highways. A significant proportion
of trips entering or leaving the region use Hwy 99W.

port state, regional, and local land use planning.
e Provide transportation improvements that avoid,
minimize or effectively mitigate adverse impacts
to natural and cultural resources.
e Provide a timely and cost-effective project solu-
tion that performs throughout its expected de-
sign-life.

Though the project alternatives have not been de-
fined yet, the alternatives are likely to include op-
tions that range from only improvements to exist-
ing streets and demand management solutions to
options that look at new roadway connections.

After this corridor selection process is complete, a
design-level environmental impact statement will be
completed and a design for the transportation
improvement will be selected.
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Corridor Selection Process

Future open houses will focus on
identification and evaluation of
alternatives. The project will host
a public hearing in spring 2007
before a corridor is selected.

Recommend corridor
for RIP and local plan
amendments




