
 

 

 

 

At their meeting on February 25, 2009, the PSC agreed on the following conditions as amended from those 

presented to them in the Alternative 7 Recommendation Memorandum dated February 17, 2009 to accompany the 

RTP recommendation of Alternative 7: 

1. Future phasing plans for implementing Alternative 7 projects must take into consideration the 

transportation, environmental, and economic impacts of advancing some improvements sooner 

than others.  The sequencing of affordable improvements should be done in a manner that does not 

create new transportation problems or liabilities for the vitality of affected jurisdictions. 

2. The timing and priority of an I-5 corridor study must be considered in the RTP adoption process 

for Alternative 7.  The connector project development process emphasized the need for a corridor study 

along I-5 from Portland to the Willamette River.  The results of this study may affect the timing and 

designs of some improvements within Alternative 7. 

3. Access between I-5 and the southern arterial must be resolved. Additional study is required to fully 

understand the impacts and trade offs between transportation solutions and land use, economic and 

environmental consequences of a new southern arterial. The impacts on rural lands are of particular 

importance and must be further evaluated before pursuing an exceptions process. The study area may 

need to be expanded to include connections to Stafford Road and additional areas along the OR 99W 

corridor that were not included in the alternatives analysis. The alternatives analysis process determined 

the general corridor location for the new southern arterial. However, additional preliminary engineering 

and planning work is needed to determine the optimal access option and configuration for connecting the 

southern arterial to I-5, OR 99W, and other arterials in the expanded study area. Construction of the 

southern arterial should be conditioned on defining the I-5 improvements needed to accommodate it and 

ensuring no negative impacts to I-5 and I-205 occur beyond the forecast No-Build condition as a result of 

Alternative 7. Options to be explored include modifying the I-5/North Wilsonville Interchange into a tight 

split-diamond interchange, or extending a new arterial connection crossing over I-5 and connecting to 

Stafford Road and/or Elligsen Road on the east side of I-5 for regional traffic benefits.  

4. Completion and construction of major project elements is subject to compliance with the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and design refinement. The Alternative 7 concept provides only 

the general locations and functional characteristics of new transportation facilities. A fully collaborative 

public/agency involvement and environmental analysis process must be conducted in developing the 

design details of any major construction element of Alternative 7. Subsequent project development work 

will need to define the actual alignments and designs of each of these facilities within the framework of 

these general parameters. On-going coordination with the Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge must 

also occur to ensure optimum compatibility of Alternative 7 elements with refuge objectives. 

5. Land Use Concept Planning for UGB expansion areas should be coordinated with the refinement of 

these transportation recommendations. 

6. The design of the southern arterial; must incorporate any conditions that may come out of land use 

goal exceptions processes (if required) by Metro, Washington County, and Clackamas County.  

Portions of Alternative 7 may require exceptions under state land use goals that have not yet been studied 

or approved in order to be adopted in the RTP and to achieve needed federal and jurisdictional approvals. 

The extent of this issue may be affected by Metro’s coming decisions on rural/urban land use reserves.  

Portions of proposed new transportation facilities are outside Metro’s jurisdictional boundaries and will 

require coordination of actions between Metro and other affected jurisdictions. Possible design 

requirements may include forms of access management and land use control measures. 

7. State highway system routing and ODOT mobility standards must be key considerations in the 

design and future ownership of improvements within Alternative 7.  Current RTP assumptions are 

that a new limited-access connector would be built between I-5 and 99W, and that this roadway would 

become the new state route, possibly replacing OR 99W through Tigard.  Alternative 7 does not result in 
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a limited-access connector, which may result in OR 99W remaining the designated state highway route 

through Sherwood, King City and Tigard. 

8. Strategic protection of right-of-way should be considered by agencies for the Alternative 7 elements 

within the UGB and along potential alignments where land development could conflict with the 

future implementation of corridor improvements.  Protective measures could include property 

setbacks, dedication of right-of-way, specific acquisition(s), and/or right-of-way purchases within the 

UGB consistent with NEPA process. 

 

Following agreement on the above conditions, PSC representatives of Washington County, ODOT, Metro, and 

the cities of Tualatin and Sherwood voted in favor of recommending Alternative 7 with the conditions as amended 

above. PSC representatives of the City of Wilsonville and Clackamas County voted against this recommendation. 

 


